TheCatholic University of America
Department of English

ENG 834: Renaissance epic
Fall 2007

Instructor : Prof. Tobias Gregory
Email: gregoryt@cua.edu

Office: Marist 334

Officehours: T Th9-10, T 2-4

A graduate seminar in the epic poetry of the Renai ssance, including Orlando furioso,
JerusalemDelivered, The Faerie Queeneand Paradise Lost. Wewill examinetheformal
and thematic features characteristic of the genre, with particular attention to theinterplay
between epic past and historical present in each poem. The secondary readingsillustrate recent
critica approachesto theindividual poemsand to the Renai ssance epic tradition assuch.

Requwed texts(availableat CUA bookstore)
Virgil, TheAeneid, trans. Robert Fagles. (Viking)
Ariosto, Orlando furioso, trans. BarbaraReynolds, vols. 1 and 2 (Penguin)
Tasso, Jerusalem Delivered, trans. Anthony Esolen (JohnsHopkins)
Spenser, The Faerie Queeng, ed. A.C. Hamilton et a, rev. 2" ed. (Longman)
Milton, Paradise Logt, ed. David Kastan (Hackett)
Bakhtin, Mikhail. The Dialogic Imagination (Texas)
Gregory, Tobias. FromMany Godsto One (Chicago)
Quint, David. Epic and Empire (Princeton)
Zatti, Sergio. The Quest for Epic (Toronto)

Articlesonthe syllabuswill bemadeavailableonlineor distributedin class.

Courserequirements
50% of the course grade will be based on aseminar paper of 12-15 pages; 50% will be based
on shorter writing assgnments, presentationsand classwork.

Schedule of readingsand assignments

8-28 introductory

9-4Virgil, Aeneid 1-4; Bakhtin, “ Epic and Novel” ; Gregory, FromMany Godsto One
introduction

9-11 Virgil, Aeneid 6, 7, 12; Parry, “The Two Voicesof the Aeneid”; Quint, Epicand
Empire chap. 2



9-18Ariosto, Orlando furioso 1-4.50, 6.17-8.21, 10.35-68 (Ruggiero and Alcina); Zatti,
The Quest for Epic chap. 2

9-25Ariosto, Orlando furioso 14-17 (siege of Paris, Grifonein Syria), 19.43-20
(Marfisaontheidand of Amazons); Ascoli, “ Ariosto and the‘ Fier Pastor’”
(Renaissance Quarterly 54.2 (2001))

10-2 Ariosto: Orlando furioso 27.116- 30.4 (on women'sfiddlity), 33.96-35.31
(Astolfo’svoyageto themoon), 46 (conclusion); Gregory, Many Gods chap.3

10-16 Tasso, Gerusalemme liberata 1,4-8; Zatti, Quest chap. 6; Quint, Epic and Empire
chap. 1

10-23 Tasso, Gerusalemme liberata 12,14-16, 20; Quint, Epic and Empire chap.5;
Gregory, Many Godschap. 4

10-30 Spenser, The Faerie QueeneV 1-6; Patterson, “ The Egalitarian Giant” (Journal of
British Sudies 31.2 (1992) )

11-6 Spenser, The Faerie QueeneV 7-12; Gregory, “ Shadowing Intervention” (ELH 67
(2000) )

11-13 Milton, Paradise Lost 1-4; Gregory, Many Gods chap. 5

11-20 Milton, Paradise Lost 5,6,9; Quint, Epic and Empire chap.7

11-27 Milton, Paradise Lost 10-12; Lewalski, Fish, Wittreich, “Why Milton Matters’
(Milton Sudies, 2005)

12-4 student presentations

12-105PM: final papersdue



